
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20
th

 Anniversary Retrospective Edition 



It is hard to believe but it will have been twenty years ago in April that I first debuted my zine “Different – Your 

Alternative Newspaper.” Welcome to this 20th anniversary release of the zines. I have been wanting to publish a free 

E-Book so the zine could finally be made available to all former contributors. At the peak of the zine we had a 60 

member staff! I enjoyed the wide variety of submissions we received including hand drawn sketches, poetry, 

editorials, theme-related articles and even short stories. We even had an after school club called The Square Table 

that met at Club Algiers Old Books back in the day. I still remember the smell of apple cake, old books and tea 

fondly. This is the second edition of “Dare To Be,” a compilation of issues I previously released as a limited edition 

soft cover. This update includes this retrospective forward as well as a few new contributions from our original staff 

and never before seen full color mementos.   

 

So much has changed since we all graduated from Flathead Valley High School during that “alternative” era in the 

Pacific Northwest. Who knew Dave Grohl would be bridging that generational Baby Boom gap we loathed by 

writing a song with Sir Paul McCartney some twenty years later? Our “X-Generation,” that was more on the cusp of 

being considered the “Y-Generation,” has now been proven in social studies to be the most productive since the 

Greatest Generation. We got out the vote and broke records and barriers. To paraphrase December Frost’s favorite 

Genesis song, “Our generation will put it right, we’re not just making promises that we know we’ll never keep.” 

 

It has been ten years since I have been back home. So much has happened but for me the largest area of concern has 

been the meth epidemic that has spotlighted Kalispell on a national level including mention in the 2008 documentary 

“American Meth.” Drug addiction and legalization were just some of the taboo topics covered by Different. However, 

the primary catalyst for the birth of Different was the suicide of one of my friends who took her own life at the age of 

14.  Her death followed a major suicide ring and a school stabbing that went largely unpublicized. The need for an 

emotional outlet was large in our youth community. Intolerance was certainly a major issue for anyone that was 

“Different” in our small town. I can still remember the controversy surrounding our local movie theatres refusing to 

screen the film “Boyz n the Hood” and what that meant to me growing up, feeling resentment over being sheltered 

from the honest reality we were already living through. Five years after the first issue of Different was released, 

Columbine became a painful milestone in the history of the raw brutality of adolescence in America. The original 

catchphrase of our very first issue was, “Who cares about school dances when this world has serious problems?” 

 

I can openly say today that it was incredible how much support and resistance Different received. There were 

teachers and even outside vendors that tried to confiscate the materials even as much as there were teachers and 

parents that subscribed to show their support! It was always fun seeing copies of our zine floating around, even at 

times circulating in the round of the hallowed Smoker’s Corner! Even better though was receiving several very tender 

stories from readers and students even year's later confessing how these issues helped them when they were on the 

edge.   

 

One of the hopes of Different was to be a forum for free expression. Every issue focused on a controversial theme 

and the goal was to include both sides of a perspective thus the reversed yin yang logo. Those first issues were pasted 

together very old school style which I picked up on from working for the school newspaper Smoke Signals at West 

Valley Elementary School. It was there I stirred a real controversy by having my own horoscope section banned for 

being seen as occult by some parents. This little rift continued on into my journalism class in junior high when I was 

witness to a violent bullying incident that my teacher adamantly refused to cover in the school newspaper. All told I 

was highly motivated to start my own censorship free publication. Fast forward to the present I have written for The 

Santa Maria Times, Mahoganygirl, Bitchin Entertainment, All Access Magazine, Songsalive and currently Music 

Connection. I am so pleased to be able to share the story of Different now with a whole new generation. I hope what 

you read here inspires you to Dare To Be!    -Brooke Trout, aka Pisces Rain – Editor of Different, April 2014. 



 

 

 

 

 

Different ran between 1994 and 

1997 for 29 issues and featured 

the work of over 60 

contributors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The inside out yin 

yang symbol that 

became Different’s 

logo was meant to 

encompass the 

philosophy behind 

the zine. The goal 

was to provide 

different 

perspectives on 

singular topics and 

most issues of the 

magazine would 

centralize around a 

theme.  

 

 



 
 

Some of the issues had coinciding release parties, like 

the IT party and my personal favorite party was for our 

Beauty & The Beast riot grrl party which was also my 

18th birthday…It was a heck of a way to ring in the new 

year! I will never forget us ritualistically hocking 

loogies on pictures of Alicia Silverstone, smoking 

tampons and burning prom dresses. Then again there 

was the infamous Alice In Wonderland themed costume 

party complete with a lawn chess set, a sprinkler caucus 

race and a literal parade of oddities. 



Different had its own after-school club that 

met every Monday at Club Algiers Old Book 

Store, generously facilitated by owner Bonne 

Germain. We had a box where interested 

writers and artists could submit their work 

anonymously. We even got a plug in our 

actual high school newspaper!  

 

 

 

 

Some highlights of our 

meetings included a 

Christmas decorating party, a 

role playing game and a night 

of musical performances.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Left: Little coin bank we used to collect payments 

for the Different issues in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                    

Above: A few of our first invoices for 

subscriptions! If you look close you’ll 

notice one of the receipts was written on 

a teacher’s lesson plan template. Yes, we 

even had teachers reading our zine! 



Editor’s Note: I am so happy to share the following reflections in this edition of Dare to Be from two of my best 

friends and favorite contributors to the zine: 

 

Retrospective by Liberty Rosenblum 

I was always the loud one in school, most thought I was strange. But I was confident in myself to not really care 
what others thought about me. I mean, in the long run looking back, I know it hurt that most thought I was a 
strange kid, but I was able to hide the pain and get past it since I knew I had a group of friends that allowed me to be 
myself.  
 
So now 20 years I look back and wonder what I may have done differently. The only thing I can personally think is 
maybe I should have played sports, but in reality I don’t have that many regrets about growing up. I was wild and 
crazy. I was fun and loud. I always had fun no matter what I was doing.  
 
Being that impulsive child has taught me that it’s ok to be told no, and because of that I am where I am today. I am 
successful, I own my home, I drive that soccer mom SUV, and am currently climbing the corporate ladder at a 
Fortune 500 company. It’s because I don’t give up and I continue to press through even when people might think I 
can’t do it. I will prove them wrong, and I continue to do that every day.  
 
I have two children. One is a lot like I was growing up. He is impulsive, creative, and very much ADHD. But, I 
understand him. I know most kids don’t like him and he doesn’t get invited to many birthday parties, but what 
friends he does have I encourage him to be with as much as possible. I have a good enough relationship with him 
that I can personally tell when someone at school was being too cruel, or maybe a group of kids made fun of him. I 
can tell him that I know how that feels, and he is going to be ok.  
 
From a very young age I always told my kids that it doesn’t matter what other’s think of you, as long as you are 
happy, you are going to be ok.  
 
And when they come home with green colored hair I will know it’s a “phase.” 
 
Retrospective by December Frost 
I am so glad to have Brookie as my best close friend! Didn’t know what exactly to write for the new zine in the 

making – always loved Trout’s “Different” newsletter though. We always had great lists, factoids, thoughts, 

art…what have you! Thinking back on what has changed in the last twenty years I’d like to make a list of what I think 

is being “faded out” in our society but needs to stay put. This is just in order of my thoughts – bear with me! I’ll do a 

bullet list…  

 Time Outs: Not just for misbehaved kids. If your skin feels like its crawling and your temper is heating up take 

a short walk and go look outside.  

 Respect: For older folks, people who got there first, people with special needs. We need to take care of them. 

 Basic Courtesy: Please, thank you, excuse me… Do people not know this? 

 Understanding: Even though we always disagree on how things should be done we have to find a common 

ground otherwise all the meetings in the world are fucking useless. 

 

That’s just a simple short list but I feel that those items are overlooked in work/life/family situations and I’m guilty of 

it too – but anyway, just wanted to send you some thoughts. Thanks as always for letting us share. I know you fucking 

get it! 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



The art work 

of Different 

was 

predominately 

pen and ink per 

the editor’s 

request (our 

format was old 

school paper 

cut layouts.) 

We did our 

photocopy runs 

courtesy of the 

cool kids with 

cars on lunch 

breaks as we 

blasted away  

Alice In 

Chains and 

The Sex 

Pistols. 

Believe it or 

not even one of 

the photo copy 

store 

employees 

tried to 

confiscate 

some of our 

zines! 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Doodlebug was one 

of our favorite 

featured pages. We 

really wanted 

something that 

captured the artistic 

spirit of the 

illustrious if not 

meditative study 

hall hour. This page 

would circulate 

until it became 

entirely filled with 

original doodles 

from a wide variety 

of contributors, 

some of whom went 

on to become 

professionals in the 

arts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: 

Prototype 

for the first 

Doodle Bug! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below: More takes on the Different logo. 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Editor’s Note: Our own Tigris River went on to become a nationally recognized poet and published author! 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

















 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Above: Brooke today with Dave Strauss in Brill.  

It’s still all about music, writing and freedom! 

Brooke Trout, otherwise known as 

Pisces Rain, is a singer/songwriter 

known for her polyphonic blend of 

rock, blues and surf tones. Her music 

has charted on WXIN, WPNR and 

The Deli Magazine. Her sophomore 

release Networth was awarded “Most 

Original In Alternative Rock” on 

Garageband.com and she was 

nominated for All Access 

Magazine’s Music Award Show for 

best female guitarist in a rock, 

melodic blues category, best female 

guitarist in a pop, alternative 

category and best songwriter.  

 

 

Brooke Trout’s previous albums include The Red Herring – Chasing Windmills (2012), Networth (2009) and 

Bittersweet (2006). These albums achieved airplay on several radio stations and podcasts, as well as positive reviews 

where Trout was compared to alternative artists like Souixsie Souix, Exene Cervenka and Sinéad O’Connor. 

Networth featured the musicianship of two bands, The Treble Hooks & The Anchor Men, capturing a sound that was 

compared to Siouxsie & the Banshees, The B-52s, and X. Her next band The Red Herring received similar 

comparisons. You can expect a dark surf rock sound from this fish! As music critic Billy Sheppard writes, “This level 

of music pain is a serrated cut of raw Souixshe left in the sun near the mayonnaise for too damn long.”  

 

Trout’s current project Brill is an acoustic alternative harmonizing duo with former Flat Cat Radio host, 

singer/songwriter Dave Strauss. The group is currently in the production phase of their debut album "Fish Out of 

Water" to be released in the Spring of 2015. The group has performed in support of nonprofits including Foodshare 

and the San Fernando Valley Arts Council since their formation in Spring of 2013. 

 

Brooke Trout is the stage name of Brooke Mason, an experienced 

journalist and former editor for The Santa Maria Times, Martin 

Literary Management and Mahoganygirl.com. Brooke has worked 

as a media coordinator with nonprofits including The San 

Fernando Valley Arts Council (DCA), Friends of Taxco (PTPI), 

Songsalive and AFSP. Brooke is also a contributing writer for 

Music Connection, All Access Magazine and Bitchin 

Entertainment and was a monthly guest cohost for Flat Cat Radio.  

 

Brooke Trout began playing guitar at the age of 14, and quickly 

saw music as a positive medium for her message. At 15 she 

founded her own school newspaper and literary club as a forum for 

sensitive subjects including teen suicide and domestic violence. 

She continues to assist nonprofit organizations with newsletter 

and social media needs and is available upon request. Brooke 

can be contacted at her web page at www.brooketrout.com. 

Above: Brooke in her high school annual about twenty years ago… 

http://ambientaftermath.tumblr.com/post/16135561546/red-herring-with-chasing-windmills

