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It is hard to believe but it wildl have beenYduwenty
Al ternative Newspaper . 0 yWedseobtheeings.dhavelbaees watig tdpubdish a free
E-Book so the zine could finally be made available to all former contributbtee peak of the zine we had a 60
member staff! | enjoyed the wide variety of submissions we received incluaimthdrawn sketches, poetry,

editorials, themeelated articles and even short stories. We even had an after school club called The Square Tabl
that met at Club Algiers Old Books back in the day. I still remember the smell of apple cake, old books and tea
fondy. Thi s is the second edition of fADare To Be, 0 a c
soft cover. This update includes this retrospective forward as well as a few new contributions from our original st
and never beforesgn full color mementos.

So much has changed since we all graduated from Flathead Valley High &angoli ng t hat dal ter
Pacific NorthwestWho knew Dave Grohl would be bridging that generational Baby Boom gap we loathed by
writing a sag with Sir Paul McCartnesometwenty years later@u r -GieXxer ati on, 0 t hat wa
being cons-Gdaeedtt ba, pr¥veninsocial stwdieth lredhe most productive since the
Greatest Generation. We got out the votelando k e r ecords and barriers. To |
Genesis song, @AOur generation wil/l put it right, w

It has been ten years since | have been back home. So much has happfamedebthe largest area of concern has
been the meth epidemic that has spotliglitalispell on anational level includingnention inthe 2008 documentary

i Ame r i c aDruglelddittion and legalization wetest some of the tabdopics covered by Diffrent.However,

the primary catalyst for the birth of Different was the suicide of one of my friends who took her own life at the age
14. Her death followed a major suicide ring arstlaoolstabbing that went largely unpublicized. The need for an
emotonal outlet was large in our youth communitgtolerance was certainly a major issue for anyone that was
ADi fferento in our small town. Il can stild]l remembe
screen the filnfiBoyz n the Hoodand what that meant to me growing up, feeling resentment eirgg bheltered

from the honesteality we were already living throughive years after the first issue of Different was released,
Columbine became a painful milestone in the history ofakelrutality of adolescence in Ameridéhe original
catchphrase of our veryréit issuewads) Who cares about school dances whe

| can openly say today that it was incredible how much support and resistance DiffermeickeEhere were

teachers and even outside vendors that tried to confiscate the materials even as much as there were teachers al
parents that subscribed to show their support! It was always fun seeing copies of our zine floating around, even :
timescicul ating in the round oEvenbeter thdughlwhsoesevagvesamnery tender s
stories from readers and students even year's later confessing how these issues helped them when they were ol
edge.

One of the hopes of Diffent was to be a forum for free expression. Every issue focusedomtraversiatheme

and the goal was to include both sides of a perspective thus the reversed yin yang logo. Those first issues were
together very old school style which | pickgal @n from working for the school newspaper Smoke Signals at West
Valley Elementary Schoolt Was there &tirred a real controversy by having my own horoscope section banned for
being seen as occult by some parents. This little rift continued on intoumgajism class in junior high when | was
witness to a violent bufing incident that my teacher ahantly refused to cover in the school newspajlétold |

was highly motivated to start my own censorship frélgipation Fast forward to the presentave writterfor The
Santa Maria Times, Mahoganygirl, Bitchin Entertainment, All Access Magazine, Songsalive and currently Music
Connection. Bm so pleased to be able to share the stoDjfferent now with a whole new generation. | hope what
you read hee inspires you to Dare To Be -Brooke Trout, aka Pisces Rain Editor of Different, April 2014.



Different ran between 1994 and
1997 for 29 issues and featured
the work of over 60
contributors.
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The insideout yin
yang symbol that
became Dif
logo was meant to
encompass the
philosophy behind
the zine. The goal
was to provide
different
perspectives on
singular topics and
most issues of the
magazine would
centralize around a
theme.
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Some of the issues had coinciding release parties, lik
the IT party and my personal favorite party was for ol
Beauty & The Beast riot grrl party which was also my
18th birthdayélt was a -
yeal | will never forget us ritualistically hocking
loogies on pictures of Alicia Silverstone, smoking
tampons and burning prom dresses. Then again ther
was the infamous Alice In Wonderland themed costu
party complete with a lawn chess set, a sprintdeicus
race and dteral parade of oddities.




