
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20
th
 Anniversary Retrospective Edition 



It is hard to believe but it will have been twenty years ago in April that I first debuted my zine ñDifferent ï Your 

Alternative Newspaper.ò Welcome to this 20th anniversary release of the zines. I have been wanting to publish a free 

E-Book so the zine could finally be made available to all former contributors. At the peak of the zine we had a 60 

member staff! I enjoyed the wide variety of submissions we received including hand drawn sketches, poetry, 

editorials, theme-related articles and even short stories. We even had an after school club called The Square Table 

that met at Club Algiers Old Books back in the day. I still remember the smell of apple cake, old books and tea 

fondly. This is the second edition of ñDare To Be,ò a compilation of issues I previously released as a limited edition 

soft cover. This update includes this retrospective forward as well as a few new contributions from our original staff 

and never before seen full color mementos.   

 

So much has changed since we all graduated from Flathead Valley High School during that ñalternativeò era in the 

Pacific Northwest. Who knew Dave Grohl would be bridging that generational Baby Boom gap we loathed by 

writing a song with Sir Paul McCartney some twenty years later? Our ñX-Generation,ò that was more on the cusp of 

being considered the ñY-Generation,ò has now been proven in social studies to be the most productive since the 

Greatest Generation. We got out the vote and broke records and barriers. To paraphrase December Frostôs favorite 

Genesis song, ñOur generation will put it right, weôre not just making promises that we know weôll never keep.ò 

 

It has been ten years since I have been back home. So much has happened but for me the largest area of concern has 

been the meth epidemic that has spotlighted Kalispell on a national level including mention in the 2008 documentary 

ñAmerican Meth.ò Drug addiction and legalization were just some of the taboo topics covered by Different. However, 

the primary catalyst for the birth of Different was the suicide of one of my friends who took her own life at the age of 

14.  Her death followed a major suicide ring and a school stabbing that went largely unpublicized. The need for an 

emotional outlet was large in our youth community. Intolerance was certainly a major issue for anyone that was 

ñDifferentò in our small town. I can still remember the controversy surrounding our local movie theatres refusing to 

screen the film ñBoyz n the Hoodò and what that meant to me growing up, feeling resentment over being sheltered 

from the honest reality we were already living through. Five years after the first issue of Different was released, 

Columbine became a painful milestone in the history of the raw brutality of adolescence in America. The original 

catchphrase of our very first issue was, ñWho cares about school dances when this world has serious problems?ò 

 

I can openly say today that it was incredible how much support and resistance Different received. There were 

teachers and even outside vendors that tried to confiscate the materials even as much as there were teachers and 

parents that subscribed to show their support! It was always fun seeing copies of our zine floating around, even at 

times circulating in the round of the hallowed Smokerôs Corner! Even better though was receiving several very tender 

stories from readers and students even year's later confessing how these issues helped them when they were on the 

edge.   

 

One of the hopes of Different was to be a forum for free expression. Every issue focused on a controversial theme 

and the goal was to include both sides of a perspective thus the reversed yin yang logo. Those first issues were pasted 

together very old school style which I picked up on from working for the school newspaper Smoke Signals at West 

Valley Elementary School. It was there I stirred a real controversy by having my own horoscope section banned for 

being seen as occult by some parents. This little rift continued on into my journalism class in junior high when I was 

witness to a violent bullying incident that my teacher adamantly refused to cover in the school newspaper. All told I 

was highly motivated to start my own censorship free publication. Fast forward to the present I have written for The 

Santa Maria Times, Mahoganygirl, Bitchin Entertainment, All Access Magazine, Songsalive and currently Music 

Connection. I am so pleased to be able to share the story of Different now with a whole new generation. I hope what 

you read here inspires you to Dare To Be!     -Brooke Trout, aka Pisces Rain ï Editor of Different, April 2014. 



 

 

 

 

 

Different ran between 1994 and 

1997 for 29 issues and featured 

the work of over 60 

contributors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The inside out yin 

yang symbol that 

became Differentôs 

logo was meant to 

encompass the 

philosophy behind 

the zine. The goal 

was to provide 

different 

perspectives on 

singular topics and 

most issues of the 

magazine would 

centralize around a 

theme.  

 

 



 
 

Some of the issues had coinciding release parties, like 

the IT party and my personal favorite party was for our 

Beauty & The Beast riot grrl party which was also my 

18th birthdayéIt was a heck of a way to ring in the new 

year! I will never forget us ritualistically hocking 

loogies on pictures of Alicia Silverstone, smoking 

tampons and burning prom dresses. Then again there 

was the infamous Alice In Wonderland themed costume 

party complete with a lawn chess set, a sprinkler caucus 

race and a literal parade of oddities. 


